Florida Health, nationally accredited by the
Public Health Accreditation Board, works to
protect, promote and improve the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state,
county and community efforts.

218 SW Third Avenue, Madison • (850) 973-5000
www.healthymadison.com • www.floridahealth.gov

Department of Health
in Madison County
“Every individual deserves to attain the
highest level of health. In our efforts to
reach this goal, we are focusing on five
statewide priorities.”

- Kimberly Allbritton, Administrator

Florida Health Performs
childhood vaccines

Increase vaccination of children to
prevent disease and keep all of Florida’s
children protected from health threats.

health equity
Ensure Floridians in all communities
have opportunities to achieve healthier
outcomes.

hiv infections
Reduce the incidence of HIV infections
to allow more Floridians to live longer
healthier lives.

infant mortality
Reduce infant mortality to improve
health outcomes for all infants

inhaled nicotine
Decrease inhaled nicotine use to
provide a longer and healthier life
for more Floridians.

What is Public Health?

P

ublic health connects us all.

Public health is the science of protecting and
improving the health of people and their
communities. This work is achieved by promoting
healthy lifestyles, researching disease and injury
prevention, and detecting, preventing and responding
to infectious diseases.
Overall, public health is concerned with protecting the
health of entire populations. These populations can be
as small as a local neighborhood, or as big as an entire
country or region of the world.

PREVENTION AND EQUITY
Public health professionals try to prevent problems
from happening or recurring through implementing
educational programs, recommending policies,
administering services and conducting research—in
contrast to clinical professionals like doctors and
nurses, who focus primarily on treating individuals after
they become sick or injured.
Public health also works to limit health disparities. A
large part of public health is promoting healthcare
equity, quality and accessibility.

Health Department Services
Clinic Services

•
Children’s School/Sports Physicals
•
Family Planning
•
HIV Screening/Testing
•
Immunizations
•
Pregnancy Testing/Counseling/Referrals
•
Prenatal Care
•
TB Screening/Testing
•
STD Screening/Testing/Treatment
•
Women’s Health Screenings
We accept most Medicaid and Medicare. Some
services are provided at a cost to the client.

Dental Services

The Department provides a variety of dental
services for children, including:
•
Comprehensive dental exams
•
Extractions
•
Fluoride treatments
•
Professional cleaning
•
Scaling and Root Planning
•
Sealants
•
Tooth Colored Fillings
Adults are seen only in cases of emergency.
Fees are charged on a sliding scale based on
financial eligibility; the following payment methods
are accepted
•
Cash
•
Medicaid
•
Staywell/Wellcare
•
Prestige
•
Credit Cards

Florida Health Performs Priority
Goal: Childhood Vaccines
3 Actions to Fight the Flu
Get Yourself Vaccinated
•
A yearly flu vaccine is the first and most important step
•
Everyone 6 months or older should get an annual
flu vaccine by the end of October, or as soon
as possible after
Avoid Things That Could Make You Sick
•
Avoid close contact with sick people
•
Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose, and
mouth
•
Wash your hands often and cover your coughs and
sneezes
Use Antiviral Drugs If Prescribed By Your Doctor
•
If you get the flu, antiviral drugs can be used to treat it
•
Antivirals can be used to make illness milder and shorten
the time you are sick

Community Health Highway

Florida Health Performs Priority Goals:
Health Equity and Infant Mortality

Immunizations

The Department administers a variety of immunizations to
infants, children and adults to protect them against certain
disease causing bacteria and viruses that result in doctor’s visits,
hospitalizations and even death. Immunization services are
provided free of charge to all children through the age of 18.

Healthy Start
Florida has experienced declining morbidity and mortality
rates, but disparities persist, which is why the Department
of Health in Madison County is committed to achieving
health equity and eliminating these differences. Committed
to addressing the social determinants of health and reducing
racial disparities in infant mortality, the Florida Healthy
Babies Initiative in Madison has the Department of Health
and its partners working together to improve the health and
well-being of all residents.

Celebrating its 25th Anniversary, Healthy
Start is a proven program for pregnant
women, infants, and toddlers to age three.
Offering prenatal and childbirth education
classes, as well as home visiting and
parenting support, this program is the place
to start for all expecting mothers.
For more information, please contact
the Healthy Start staff at the Florida
Department of Health in Madison County.

Breastfeeding for a Healthy Start
Healthier Baby and Mother: Breastfed babies are healthier, have higher
IQ’s and have a lower risk for SIDS. Mothers who breastfeed are less likely
to develop breast and ovarian cancer and diabetes. Skin-to-skin contact
between mother and baby is calming and supports bonding.
Save Money: Breastfeeding saves approximately $1,500 each year on formula
and other supplies.
Lose Weight: Breastfeeding can burn as much as 600 calories a day. That’s as
much as walking for over an hour!
Sleep Better: There’s no getting up in the night to fix bottles while your baby
cries. Skip the stress, for you and your baby.

Community Health Assessment

The Department of Health in Madison County and Madison County Memorial Hospital
have collaborated to produce the 2017 Community Health Needs Assessment for Madison
County.
Designed to involve the community in a participatory process to plan health priorities for
the next three years, the Community Health Assessment provides the information needed
to assess health problems and then develop, implement, and evaluate community health
improvement plans. The goals of this report include:
(1) Examination of the current health status across Madison County as
compared to the State of Florida.
(2) Identification of the current health concerns among Madison
County residents within the social and economic context of the
community.
(3) Documentation of community strengths, resources, forces
of change, and opportunities for health service provision to
support funding and determine programming priorities in
Madison County.
The Community Health Assessment will be available on the Florida Department
of Health in Madison County website by November 2017.

Florida Health Performs Priority Goal: Inhaled Nicotine
Madison County is working to decrease inhaled nicotine and smokeless tobacco use
Despite the progress in reducing overall tobacco use during the past several
decades, parts of society bear a disproportionate burden of tobacco use and
tobacco related illness, and America’s rural
population is more heavily impacted. In
addition to smoking tobacco, they have
especially high rates of smokeless tobacco
use. Rural Americans are also more likely
to be exposed to secondhand smoke and
less likely to have access to programs that
help them quit smoking.
The below table compares the proportion of youth, ages 11-17, in Madison

County and Florida who currently use
tobacco. The percent of students in Madison County admitting to using cigarettes
has declined from 2012 to 2016, while
students who stated they currently use
smokeless tobacco has increased over the
same period.
As the chart indicates, 2.2 percent of
youth in Florida use smokeless tobacco.
Comparatively, the percent of students in
Madison County using electronic vaping
has increased from 4.8 percent in 2012 to
11.5 percent in 2016. Overall, 17.4 percent
of youth in Madison County stated they

used cigarettes, cigars, smokeless, hookah, or electronic vaping in 2012, which
increased to 20.1% in 2016.
The goal for the Florida Department
of Health and the Tobacco Prevention
program is to decrease inhaled nicotine
and smokeless tobacco use in Madison
County through education and community intervention.

Recommendations:

The disparities of tobacco use in rural
communities is a generational concern,
driving advocates of rural health improvement and community stakeholders to
launch local action plans, including:
• Tobacco control coalitions and
public health advocates engage the
rural communities they serve to
assess tobacco-related disparities
and implement strategic plan.
• Families protect their children’s
health by refusing to allow tobacco
use in their homes and cars.
• Community leaders and families
reject the culture of tobacco use and
empower the next generation of
their citizens to have healthy,tobacco-free futures.
For more information on how you can
create community change by supporting
tobacco prevention and cessation, please
contact the Florida Department of Health
In Madison County at (850) 973-5000.

Tobacco Use

Madison County

Florida

2012

2016

2016

Cigarettes

9.3%

6.3%

3.0%

Smokeless tobacco

6.2%

6.8%

2.2%

Electronic vaping

4.8%

11.5%

11.6%

Cigarettes, cigars, smokeless,
hookah, or vaping

17.4%

20.1%

16.3%

All data from DOH Florida Charts, Robert Wood Johnson County Health Rankings, BRFSS, and the 2016
Florida Youth Tobacco Survey.

Goals:
1. Prevent tobacco use among

youth and young adults.
2. Eliminate exposure to secondhand smoke.
3. Promote quitting among adults
and youth.

Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) Madison County
SWAT is Florida’s youth led initiative
working to mobilize, educate, and equip
Florida’s youth to revolt against and deglamorize Big Tobacco. It is a united move-

ment that empowers Florida youth to work
toward a tobacco-free future. Madison
County currently has three SWAT clubs
that consist of middle and high school

youth who conduct community outreach
projects, educating decision makers and
bringing awareness to achieve a tobacco-free future for Madison County.

