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The Power Behind Your Power
As April arrives, it brings with it the
showers that produce spring flowers. It
also heralds the beginning of a potentially
stormy season that can inherently include
power outages. While TCEC strives
to provide reliable electricity to our
members, there are times when Mother
Nature has other plans. Most of us can
ride out a storm from the comfort and
convenience of our homes. However,
there is a group of professionals that
spring into action when the weather takes
a turn for the worst: co-op linemen.
One of the most dangerous jobs
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Braving stormy weather and other
challenging conditions, linemen often
must climb 40 or more feet in the air,
carrying heavy equipment to restore
power. Lineman is listed as one of the 10
most-dangerous jobs in the U.S. To help
keep them safe, linemen wear specialized
protective clothing and equipment at
all times when on the job. This includes
special fire-resistant clothing that will
self-extinguish, limiting potential injuries
from burns and sparks. Insulated and
rubber gloves are worn in tandem to
protect them from electrical shock. While
the gear performs a critical function, it
also adds additional weight and bulk,
making the job more complex.
In addition to the highly visible
tasks linemen perform, their job today
goes far beyond climbing to the top of
a pole to repair a wire. They are also
information experts that can pinpoint
an outage from miles away and restore
power remotely. Line crews use their
laptops and cell phones to map outages,
take pictures of the work they have
done, and troubleshoot problems. In
our community, TCEC linemen are
responsible for keeping more than 3,000
miles of lines across Madison, Jefferson,
Taylor and portions of Dixie counties
working in order to bring power to your
home and our local community 24/7,
regardless of the weather, holidays or
personal considerations.
While some of the tools that linemen
use have changed over the years, namely
the use of technology, the dedication to
the job has not. Being a lineman is not a
glamorous profession. At its essence, it is

Julius Hackett, CEO
fundamentally dangerous, requiring them
to work near high voltage lines in the
worst of conditions at any time of the day
or night. During hurricanes, wildfires or
storms, crews often work around the clock
to restore power. While April is known
for spring showers, there is also a day set
aside to “thank a lineman.”
Lineman Appreciation Day is April 18.
During the month of April, if you see a
lineman, please pause to say thank you to
the power behind your power. Let them
know you appreciate the hard work they
do to keep the lights on regardless of the
conditions.
ON THE COVER

Lacey Tuten, granddaughter of
Darrell Tuten, VP of Operations
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TCEC Members Get the Credit
Capital Credits, that is — for helping build, sustain, and grow your local electric cooperative.
In December 2018, Tri-County Electric Cooperative’s Board
of Trustees approved retirement of capital credit refunds in the
amount of $802,703 to current and former members, like you,
across portions of the four counties served by the co-op. This
capital credit refund represents 73% of our members’ Capital
Credit accounts from 1992.
When you signed up to receive electric service from TCEC,
you became a member of an electric utility. While investor-owned
utilities return a portion of any profits back to their shareholders,
electric co-ops operate on an at-cost basis. So instead of returning
leftover funds, known as margins, to folks who might not live in
the same region or even the same state as you do, TCEC allocates
and periodically retires capital credits (also called patronage
dividends, patronage refunds, patronage capital, or equity capital)
based on how much electricity you purchased during a year.
Capital Credits represent your ownership in TCEC and are
one of the most unique and rewarding benefits you enjoy as a
member of an electric cooperative. 8048001

A $21,315.12 check was presented to Chemring Ordnance
in Perry, reflecting their contribution of capital to,
and ownership of, the cooperative in 1991-92.

Do You See Your Name Here?
Many capital credit checks have been returned with the
address marked as undeliverable. To help you determine if you are
entitled to one of these unclaimed checks, a partial list is included
below. The list of unclaimed checks can also be found on our
website, www.tcec.com/capital-credits.

Ace, Ray II

Alex Seafood Inc c/o
Sam Hutcheson
Alexander, Eddie L
Alexander, Travis
All Pets Bed & Breakfast
Allen, Gary
Anderson, Patricia
Anderson, Steve
Ashley, Paul
Avera, Austin & Ada
Ayers, Denise
Bacon, Raymond C
Bailey, David
Ballentine, James H
Balnton, C J
Barstow, Dale M
Beckler, Leroy
Bennett, Howard James
Bennett, James T
Bentley, Kim
Berryhill, Marsha H
Bevan, Richard J Jr.
Bird, Alan C or Janice
Black, John & Jo
Blair, Hunter
Boatman, Michael
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Boothe, Beverly
Bowden, Nancy A
Boyington, Darrell
Braddock, Pam
Bradford Energy Corporation
Bradley, Joe Jr
Brafford, Nancy B
Brantley, Richard c/o
Nora Poole
Britner, Vickie
Brock, Vernon E
Brooks, Billy L
Bryan, Shirley
Bryant, Arthur
Bryant, Diane
Bucanana, Teresa G
Buntenbach, Rick
Byington, Allen
Byington, Laura M
Calhoun, Tammy
Capps, Ron
Carlson, Kim
Carroll, David J
Carroll, Julie
Carter, Charlie
Centry 21 c/o Grady Moore

■■

List continued on page 4

Danny Glover, Superintendent of Taylor County Schools, accepted
a $1,637.69 capital credit check on behalf of the school system.

Stephanie Carroll, VP of Corporate Services, presented
a $3,305 check to the town of Greenville.
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Chancey, J R Jr
Chappell, James
Chavarria, Harold
Cheney, Robert
Cherry, James
Clark, O Wayne
Cochran, Jim
Coefield, Patricia
Coffee, Eva Mae
Coker, Cliff
Collins, Angela M
Comer Enterprises Inc
Cone, Lillian (Mrs)
Contreras, Tomas G
Coody, Darron
Cook, Frankie P
Cook, Kevin (Rev)
Cooks, Donna
Cooper, Mike
Copeland, Raymond E
Cronk, Paul
Crump, William F
Cummins, Matt
Daisy, C J
Dale, Joseph W
Davis, Hoke Jr
Davis, Terry
Deas, Susie (Mrs)
Denmark, David
Dickey, Toby
Dlaton, Ronald B
Duncan, Paul
Duvall, Ken
E G G Dynatrand
Edmonston, Janice
Effenberger, Patricia A
Ellender, Leah
England, James E
English, William
Epperson, Robert
Etheridge, David
Evans, O L Jr
Faircloth, David L
Farkas, Greg B
Floyd, Shawn
Folsom,
Ronald & Marcy
Ford, Betty
Ford, Steven A
Four Seasons
Fowler, John
Fox, Glen
Franklin, Willie
Freeman,
Dianne Therese
Freeman, Eric
French, Marvin
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Frow, Eveline
Frow, Joseph L
Fussell, Paul C
Futch, Bobby
Gasparrini, Donna
Glass, James D
Glass, Joe
Goetschius, Douglas
Gomez, Franklin
Goolsby, Odelia A
Gordie, Vannessa c/o
Elwood Strevel
Gowan, Thomas P
Graham, Mary
Graham, Pat
Gray, Michael
Griffin, Naomi
Hackle, Ruby Lee
Hamilton, Billie
Hancock, Marvin
Hanners, Margie
Hardee, Linda
Harding, C G
Harnage, Lonnie
Harris, Tony
Henderson, Robert
Hendry, James & Janice
Hentschel, Charles
Herzberger, John C
& Patricia
Hester, Thomas W
Hickey, Donald
Hicks, Walter G
Higgins, Roland A
Hines, Tom
Hudson, Charles W
Hulburt, Vivian
Hunter, Wanda
Hutto, Kelly
Hutto, Roger D
Hymel, Roddy
Isbell, Robert K
Jackson, Edwin L
James Cable Partners
Johns, Bobby
Johnson, Lunetta
Jones, Janet D
Jones, Mary Lee
Jones, Pamela
Jowers, J W
Kauffman, W C
Kellow, Robert O II
Kimble, Daniel E
King, Eugene Jr
King, Margie
Kinsey, Edwin
Kinzy, Tracie

Kirby, Brian H
Knight, Sharen
Knowles, Lila
Knutch, Doulas E
Lamb, Raymond C
Lanyon, Harry Leon
Lariviere, Sandra J
Lasseter, Wayne
Lavalley, Walter
Lemon Bay Electric Inc
Levine,
Lawrence & Betty
Levingston, Theresa
Littleton, Robert
Livingston, Bill & Betty
Long, Robert Jr
Main, Patrick & Robin
Mann, Ruth
Marks, E L
Marshall, Elizabeth N
McCall, George Lindsey
McCall, Mark
McClure, Todd
McCord, Wayne Leon
McCorkle, Charles
McCranie, Charles
McCray, Sadie M
McCue, William C
McDonald, Charles
McGowan, Margaret J
McKnight, Amy
McLellan, Dorothy E
McLeod, Donald
McQuay, Melvin
Mehchof, Karl & Gloria
Meredith, Ralph
Miller, Bradford A
Miller, Robert Mein
Millican, John
Mills, Connie
Mills, Louie L
Mitchell, Elizabeth
Mitchell, William D
Mize, John
Mizell, Ashley
Moore, Courtney
Morehouse, Gerald E Sr
Morgan, Kimeryly L
Morris, Gloria
Morris, Wendy L
Moye, Jack
Nettles, Randy
Newbern, Jeanette
Norman, Terry R
Nutall Volunteer
Fire Dept c/o
Wilda Brown

Obando, Donald

Odom, Charlie (Mrs)
Odom, Ruby
Oliver, Mark
Overbaugh, Helen
Padgett, Betty
Padgett, Wayne
Palmer, Chester
Parsons, Garnet
Peel, Herb
Pegues-Felder, Lisa
Pendergast, Frank
Perry, Larry A
Petty, Sylvia
Pickel, George
Pineda, Tomas Bravo
Pippin, Ronald
Ponder, Chuck
Pop’s Place c/o
Steve Hall
Powell, Marvin
Price, Janis
Pridgeon, Robert
Prior, W A
Quillin, Deborah
Rarick, Wendy Ann R
Raulerson, Barney O
Redwine, James
Reed, Gerald H
Regan, Laura L
Rewis, Jeff
Richardson, Karen J
Richeson, Roger
Ross, Lawrence
Rowell, Charles
Rutherford, David
Samson, Barbara
Sanders, Al J
Sapone, Tony
Saucier, Alan D
Savy, John Phillip
Schmaltz, Jefffery P
Schoen Paul S
Scott, F E
Seago, David
Sharpton, Lisa
Shaw, Melvin
Sims, Glenn Wayne
Sistrunk, Cecil
Smith, John
Smith, Ronnie Lee
Smith, Samantha
Snead, Ethel
Snider, Cory R
Solomon, Martha
Southeast Cable TV
Spears, William

Stanley, Carmen
Starling, Henry A
Stelmachers, Raymond
Stephens, Samantha
Stokely, Ronnie & Lori
Straws, Delores
Strege, Johnny
Strickland, Donald C
Suazo, Carmen
Elizabeth
Sullivan, Joseph C
Supon, John
Texeira, Manuel
Thomas, Dean
Thomas, Kimberly
Thomas, Mamie T (Mrs)
Tiner, Margaret Wilson
Todd, Betty Jean
Topicz, Alexander
Touchton, Patrick
Townsend, Thomas
Trivett, Weldon M
United Petroleum Inc
Vann, Sam C
Vickers, Doug
Walker, John W
Walker, Katie
Waller, Rod
Washington, Albert J
Washington, Garfield
Watkins, Eugene D
Weaver, Lori
Webb, Laticha
West, R W
Westmoreland, William P
Whiddon, Evelena
White, Sidney
Williams, Colleen
Williams, Dana M
Williams, Sarah E
Williams, Sonny
Williamson, Donna D
Winningham,
Charles & Bessie
Wood, Elizabeth
Wood, Joe
Woodley, Craig
Wright, Angela R
WWFO Radio Station
c/o Adam Levinson
Young, Rodney W
Zeigler, Will
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Hometown Heroes
Linemen are the heart of everything we do at Tri-County Electric Cooperative. The quality, safe, and reliable electric
service we provide to our members flows through the critical infrastructure they build and maintain. After a major weather
event, it is linemen who work tirelessly to restore power to homes and businesses across our service territory. They are the
first responders of TCEC ready to get the job done day or night — often leaving their families and missing out on holidays,
birthdays and other special occasions.
On Thursday, April 18, 2019, we will honor our linemen for the service they perform around the clock in difficult
conditions to keep power flowing and to protect the public’s safety. Whether repairing spans of the 3,000 miles of TCEC
power lines stretching from the beaches of Steinhatchee to the Georgia state line or traveling miles from home to assist
another electric co-op after a hurricane or ice storm, our linemen work with the same goal: to get the lights back on as
quickly and safely as possible. Then they do their best to make it home in time for birthday cake.
We invite all co-op members, consumers, family and friends to join us to “Thank a Lineman”. If you see a lineman on
Thursday, April 18, take a moment to recognize them for their hard work and use #ThankaTCECLineman on social media
to show your support.

Get to know YOUR hometown heroes (continued on page 6)
Darrell Tuten, Vice President of Operations

“I had the pleasure of turning someone’s power on for the very first time,
and to see the excitement it brought has been one of my favorite moments
as a lineman. I have had a few scares over my 40 years a lineman as well.
Being in a substation with wires burning down and high voltage firing all
around you is something you never forget. Looking back with pride after a
big project is completed or restoring power after a bad storm, it is a sense of
real accomplishment. The appreciation from the membership on the efforts
of the co-op and working with some of the best people in the industry is what
I like most. My wife, Sue, and I have been married for 38 years, and she has
supported me through lineman and hotline training, underground schools,
and years of 3:00 a.m. calls from dispatch — and for that I am most thankful.”

John Tuten, Co-op Foreman
“I started working in right-of-way 27
years ago, and I moved up over time to
Foreman. I knew that working at TriCounty would be a good opportunity to
have a good job without having to move
away from home. Being a lineman is
tough. Getting up at 2:00 or 3:00 in the
morning or leaving your kids opening
presents on Christmas morning to go
work an outage is hard. But it does make
you feel good when you are able to get
someone’s lights back on — especially if
you know they have been out for a while.
My wife, Paula, and our kids have always
been very supportive.”
March & April 2019
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Tony Stephenson, Crew Leader
“After 20 years as a lineman, my favorite part of the job is being able to
help people in their time of need. The work is hard, especially in the
middle of a hurricane, but it is worth it to get the lights back on for
people. We are a family of great employees at Tri-County. We have been
very blessed.”
Clint Nash, Crew Leader
“I didn’t always know I wanted to be a lineman, but I had always
heard that Tri-County was one of the best places to work. I started
as a groundman 17 years ago, and after meeting all of the men and
women that made up the co-op, I knew I had made the right decision
for myself and my family. Building lines to someone’s new home is my
favorite, and knowing that we are supplying reliable power to all of
our members.”
Ellis Anderson, Crew Leader
“We are our brother’s keeper. We help one another, and as a crew leader,
it is my job to make sure everyone understands the job that must be done
and how to work safely, and after a day’s work, it’s my job to get them
home to their family. I have been at the co-op for 43 years and my most
memorable experience was when a 20’ meter pole I was climbing flipped
upside down.”
Cody Holden, Journeyman Lineman
“My dad, Arliegh Holden, is going on 35 years with Duke Energy as a
lineman. I always wanted to be in the bucket and do linework just like
him, and now here I am with over 12 years at the co-op. Tri-County
is a great place to work and has been a blessing to my family. My wife,
Jennifer, our two labs, and I enjoy being outdoors hunting and fishing.
Being away from them and missing out on holidays is the hardest part
of my job. But that feeling of getting the lights back on for people and
the awesome people I work with make it all worth it.”
Bailey Stewart, Journeyman Lineman
“Growing up when I would see a bucket truck along the road, I knew
I wanted to be a lineman. I got hired at TCEC to mow grass at the
substations. After two months, I started working on the line crew,
completed the apprentice program, and eventually made it to a lineman
position. I remember the first pole I ever climbed — I was scared
to death.”
Scotty Henderson, Journeyman Lineman
“My wife and I have been married for 10 wonderful years, we have two
daughters, Cheyenne & Dakota, and they are a blessing to me. I started
training to become a lineman to better myself and my family. Nine years
of on-the-job training and hard work got me where I am today. My
favorite part is working outside throughout the co-op’s service territory
and making it home to hang out with my girls and raise my pigs.”
Josh Thomas, Journeyman Lineman
“I completed my lineman apprenticeship at Duke Energy but jumped on
the opportunity to be a lineman at Tri-County because it meant I would
be home every night with my son, Brady (10), and my daughter, Paisley
(6). Over the past 13 years as a lineman, the people I have met along the
way have impacted me the most: members, linemen from other co-ops,
our folks at Tri-County, and all the different stories and ways of life I
have gotten to experience working as a lineman.”
Kyle Fox, Apprentice First Class Lineman
“I went to college at Valdosta State University. While home one summer,
I had the chance to do an internship at the co-op and really developed a
passion for the trade. I received my bachelor’s degree and have worked
at Tri-County for over five years. I think the hardest part of being a
lineman is when people are disappointed that we aren’t getting their
lights on quickly enough. The work is hard and safety is priority; it takes
time, but when we do get it back on, it is very rewarding.”
6
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Chad Mitchell, Apprentice Lineman
“I am always listening and watching crew leaders and more experienced
linemen, taking in all of the on-the-job training, learning specific details,
and knowing what the next move needs to be — all to become a better
lineman and climber. When storm time comes and you see the joy
on people’s faces when their power comes back on, that is what I am
working for ... and getting to go home every night to my wife and our
three boys and two girls.”
Dustin Fletcher, Apprentice First Class Lineman
“The adrenaline rush working storms is my favorite part of being a
lineman. Thirteen years ago, I started at the co-op as a groundman. I
was interested in linework and worked hard to move up to a lineman
position. It is hard missing out on things with my wife and two kids, but I
do enjoy working with the many friends I have made.”
Seth Ragans, Apprentice Lineman
“I started training to be a lineman at Coastal Pines Technical College
in Waycross, Ga. Soon after I graduated, I got hired on at the co-op. I
like working with my hands and being outside. During my time at TriCounty, I have enjoyed learning new things and working in the bucket.
I got married last year to my beautiful wife, Pazlei. It has been a great
three years.”
Josh Williams, Entry Level Lineman
“I decided I wanted to become a lineman because my dad was a lineman.
Growing up watching him, I knew it would be a good career choice for
me. I am two years into the Lineman Apprentice program offered at
TCEC, and the hardest part so far has been working long hours after a
hurricane. Working at the co-op is great because it is a small company,
and everyone works well together.”
Terry Barrs, Serviceman
“When I started at the co-op 34 years ago, I knew I wanted a career job,
and I had an interest in electrical work. Over the years, I have continued
to work on my skills as a lineman to better serve our members. I attended
numerous classes including underground, lineman, and substation
training programs. On-the-job training is a constant; there is always
something new to learn.”
Allen Welch, Serviceman
“The hardest part about being a lineman is that I have been ‘on-call’
for 30 years. In 1986, I started at Tri-County and worked my way up the
ladder to a journeyman lineman. These days, I help with the right-ofway crew and do service tickets/repairs throughout our service territory.
Working with other electric cooperatives during hurricanes or ice storms
has been some of my most memorable experiences as a lineman, but
being a part of Tri-County is my favorite part.”
Bobby Lundy, Serviceman
“During an average day of work in 1987, a lady ran out of her home and
stopped me as I drove by. Her daughter had stopped breathing, I ran
inside and was able to do CPR until EMS arrived. Being a lineman is what
put me in the right place at the right time to try to help her. My whole
family lives in Steinhatchee; getting to serve the community we live in and
the camaraderie with co-workers is my favorite part of the job.”
Bill Kinsey, Serviceman
“When I’m not working, I enjoy cooking and spending time with my
family. My wife, Ramona, and I have been married for 33 years and have
two children, Chelsey and Capas. I have enjoyed serving our members as
a lineman for over 37 years.”
Shane Roberts, Service Technician
“When the weather gets bad, trying to work in those conditions is hard,
but I love that feeling of accomplishment when you get someone’s power
back on. I know the linemen and my co-workers are always willing to
help me when I call, and I am always ready to do the same.”
March & April 2019
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Cobb Salad
Do you have leftover hardboiled eggs after your neighborhood Easter egg hunt and need a way to use them? This salad has all the
good stuff — chicken, eggs, bacon, avocado and a tangy dressing. This recipe cuts the saturated fat in half and doubles the amount
of healthy monounsaturated fat. Go ahead and put those leftover Easter eggs to good use!
Ingredients
3 tablespoons white-wine vinegar
2 tablespoons finely minced shallot
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon freshly ground pepper
¼ teaspoon salt
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
10 cups mixed salad greens
8 ounces shredded cooked chicken
breast (about 4 large breast halves)
2 large eggs, hard-boiled, peeled and

chopped
2 medium tomatoes, diced
1 large cucumber, seeded and sliced
1 avocado, diced
2 slices cooked bacon, crumbled
½ cup crumbled blue cheese
(optional)
Directions
1. Whisk vinegar, shallot, mustard,
pepper and salt in a small bowl
to combine. Whisk in oil until

This Publication’s
Inspirational Moment
“The Word gave life to everything
that was created,
and His life brought
light to everyone.”
John 1:4 (NLT)
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combined. Place salad greens in a
large bowl. Add half of the dressing
and toss to coat.
2. Divide the greens among four plates.
Arrange equal portions of chicken,
egg, tomatoes, cucumber, avocado,
bacon and blue cheese (if using) on
top of the lettuce. Drizzle the salads
with the remaining dressing.
Recipe source: Eating Well

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month
Spring is nearly here! Now is
the perfect time to test your
A/C and ensure it’s ready for
summer. Remember to check the
evaporator coil, which should
be cleaned annually for optimal
efficiency. 77049001001
Source: energy.gov
March & April 2019

DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT

How does a substation work and what are its functions? The simple definition is that it’s a place
that transforms voltage from high to low, or the reverse. Picture a train station where people step
on and off. It can be helpful to use this same analogy to explain what a substation does for an
electric utility.
Electric power may flow through several substations between the generating plant before
it reaches the consumer. Frequently, the electricity has to be transmitted over large distances
because where the power is being generated and the place where it is consumed are often far
apart. At a transmission substation, the electricity is increased using step-up transformers to a
very high voltage to reduce losses over these long distances. As electricity reaches one of TriCounty Electric Cooperative’s (TCEC) distribution substations, step-down transformers within
the substation change the voltage levels from high voltage transmission levels to low voltage
distribution levels and then supplied to the distribution grid. From here, the electric current is
distributed through feeders, which you see overhead alongside roads.
TCEC employs two apparatus technicians to maintain its 16 substations and the equipment
located within them. These substations are spread throughout the service territory and centrally
located to the distribution area to be served.
Terry Dobson, Lead Apparatus Technician, is a 36-year veteran of the co-op. Jason Hughey,
Apparatus Technician, has been with the co-op since 2013. These men work in a highly specialized
and technical field that requires a recommended technical coursework in electronics technology
or related field. Their responsibilities require them to be a detective at times, often troubleshooting
problems when a fault has been detected within the substation. Both men admit one of their
favorite parts of the job is resolving complex electrical system issues that may affect the members.
Jason is married to Kasey, and they have
two children, Waylon (five years old) and
Carolina (one and a half years old). He
admits one of the toughest parts of his
job is the long hours on storm work that
requires him to be away from his family.
Therefore, when not working, he loves
spending his free time with them, or
hunting and fishing.
Jason says, “I work with
a good group of people.
Everyone looks out for each
other and will help any way
they can. Tri-County is very
family-oriented,” which
makes him appreciate
working at the cooperative.
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Terry says one of the toughest things
about his job is “Being away from my
family during hurricanes or storms.” But
one of the most enjoyable is “We get to go
to all the counties Tri-County Electric
serves. We get to meet a lot of
people and see a lot of things
most people in our service area
don’t ever experience.”
Married 32 years to Ronda,
they have three children and
seven grandchildren. They
are excited to be welcoming
another grandson and
granddaughter to the family
by the summer. Terry says,
“We are truly blessed to have
three great children and so
many grandchildren.”
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Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Board Meeting Summary for Oct. 8, 2018
With all trustees, key cooperative personnel, guests and the attorney present, the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees
of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. was held on Monday, Oct. 8, 2018, in the Tri-County Electric headquarters office building
located in Madison, Fla. Reports to the Board included those of the Seminole Electric Cooperative September 2018 Board Meeting,
Florida Electric Cooperatives Association October 2018 Board Meeting, Finance Committee, Policy Committee, Building and Land
Committee, and CEO. Action taken by the Board included the following: approval of the Oct. 8, 2018, Board Agenda and the Sept. 10,
2018, Board Meeting Minutes; Consent Agenda Items as written and recommended by the CEO, which included the WPCA for
October 2018 as established by resolution; RUS Form 7 for August 2018; the list of new members for Sept. 11–Sept. 16, 2018; and the
Safety and Accident Report for August 2018, along with the System Outage Report. Other action taken by the Board included adoption
of resolutions and acceptance of bank signature cards presented for signing; and authorization for the sale of one surplus bucket vehicle
to the City of Madison. Miscellaneous items discussed included the 2018 Annual Meeting, the upcoming Hines Tower rebuild project,
and plans to begin power restoration efforts following any impacts to the power system as a result of Hurricane Michael expected to
make landfall around Oct. 10.
Gary Fulford, President

Catherine Bethea, Secretary-Treasurer

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Board Meeting Summary for Nov. 12, 2018
With all trustees, key cooperative personnel, guests, and the attorney present, the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees
of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. was held on Monday, Nov. 12, 2018, in the Tri-County Electric headquarters office building
located in Madison, Fla. Reports to the Board included those of the NRECA October 2018 Regions 2 & 3 Meeting, Seminole Electric
Cooperative October 2018 Board Meeting, Finance Committee, Policy Committee, Building and Land Committee and CEO. Action
taken by the Board included the following: approval of the Nov. 12, 2018, Board Agenda and the Oct. 8, 2018, Board Meeting Minutes;
Consent Agenda Items as written and recommended by the CEO, which included the WPCA for November 2018 as established by
resolution; RUS Form 7 for September 2018; the list of new members for Sept. 17–Oct. 20, 2018; the Safety and Accident Report for
September 2018, along with the System Outage Report; and retirement of 73% of the 1992 capital credited to patrons. The Policy
Committee recommended and the Board approved revised Policy No. 508, “Travel While on Cooperative Business.” The CEO provided
an in-depth comparison of damages, costs and impacts to the electric system resulting from hurricanes Michael, Irma and Hermine.
Miscellaneous items discussed included broadband services to rural communities, the cooperative’s annual cybersecurity audit,
proposed 2019 Board Meeting dates, and upcoming events.
Gary Fulford, President

Catherine Bethea, Secretary-Treasurer

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Board Meeting Summary for Dec. 10, 2018
With all trustees, key cooperative personnel, guests, and the attorney present, the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees
of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. was held on Monday, Dec. 10, 2018, in the Tri-County Electric headquarters office building
located in Madison, Fla. Reports to the Board included those of the Florida Electric Cooperatives Association Board Meeting,
Finance Committee, Policy Committee, Building and Land Committee, CEO, and Attorney. Action taken by the Board included the
following: approval of the Dec. 10, 2018, Board Agenda and the Nov. 12, 2018, Board Meeting Minutes; the Cooperative’s 2019 budget
as presented and discussed at a workshop on Dec. 7, 2018; authorization for the present uncollectible accounts for the appropriate
accounting designation; Emergency Restoration Plan approval and the adoption of the accompanying resolution as required by RUS;
and Consent Agenda Items as written and recommended by the CEO, which included the WPCA for December 2018 as established
by resolution; RUS Form 7 for October 2018; the list of new members for Oct. 20–Nov. 18, 2018; and the Safety and Accident
Report for October 2018 along with the System Outage Report. Other action taken by the Board included changing the date of the
March 2019 Board of Trustees meeting date to March 7, 2019, to avoid a conflict with the NRECA Annual Meeting, and approval of the
remaining 2019 Board of Trustee meeting dates; and the extension of the Musgrove Construction labor-only contract for an additional
three-year term. Other items discussed included employee Christmas gifts and the scheduling of a strategic planning session of the
Board of Trustees.
Gary Fulford, President
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Catherine Bethea, Secretary-Treasurer
March & April 2019

BOARD MEETINGS
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of
Tri‑County Electric Cooperative, Inc. will be held the second
Monday in each month at 3:00 p.m. in the central office
building of the Cooperative located at 2862 West U.S. 90,

Login to your account online at

www.tcec.com
& download the TCEC FL mobile app today!

approximately two miles west of the city of Madison.

Holiday Schedule Reminder
All Tri-County Electric Cooperative offices
will be closed April 19, 2019, in observance
of Good Friday. Cooperative personnel are
available 24 hours a day at 1-800-999-2285.
Crews will be on standby. To manage your TCEC
account, visit www.tcec.com or download the
TCEC FL mobile app.

To Report Electrical
Problems or Outages
Please Call:

850-973-2285
or
1-800-999-2285
24-HOUR SERVICE
THANK YOU

Find Your Hidden Account Number & Get a $150 Bill Credit!
Hidden somewhere in this issue of Tri-County Rural
Living are two member account numbers. Look carefully, one
might be yours. If you find your account number exactly as it
appears on your bill for electric service, we’ll credit your bill up
to the amount of $150!* You have until April 30, 2019, to claim
your credit by calling TCEC representative Carol Timmons at
Ext. 203, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. You
must contact TCEC before the deadline to collect your prize.
* Total credit on bill will not exceed $150. This one-time credit is valid
only on the current balance. Any balance remaining after the $150
applied credit is the member’s responsibility.

March & April 2019
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ENERGIZING EDUCATION

SCHOLARSHIP

High school seniors and non-traditional undergraduate students who are dependents of a TCEC member are eligible to apply!
Scholarships awarded for up to $1,000 to any accredited University, Community College, or Technical College in the state of Florida.

Visit www.tcec.com/scholarship to apply.

Deadline: Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
2862 West US 90
Madison, FL 32340

